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10 things to see

The Singapore Garden Festival is held over two floors at the
Suntec Convention Centre. Here's what to look out for on Level 6

1. Painting 3
With Nature: [
An all
Everchanging [l
Landscape
by Dimitri
Xenakis &
Maro
Avrabou
from France

Award:
Silver in
Landscape
Gardens

This could
well be the
most colourful
display. The
designers say
it creates a
link between
the arts of
painting and
gardening.
Bright blooms include lavender and hydrangeas.

2. Ryokufu Tei 'The Green Breeze' by Kazuyuki Ishihara from
Japan

Awards: Best of Show and Gold in Landscape Gardens

Ishihara says he is recreating his childhood hideaway in this garden, a mix
of tropical plants such as a frangipani tree and native Japanese plants
including bonsai and moss.

3. Season Of Mist by Diana Williams & Robert Cantley from Sri
Lanka

Award: Silver in Fantasy Gardens

Carnivorous plants such as these pitcher plants never fail to wow. These
are from Mindanao island in the Philippines, are about 30cm in length and
can hold about 4 litres of water. Festival visitors will also have a chance to
have a pitcher plant named after them in a lucky draw.

4. Seeking Shangri-La by Peter Cheok from Singapore

Awards: Best of Show and Gold in Fantasy Gardens




Cheok says his underwater garden shows what may happen to the
mythical location of Shangri-La if it is drowned by glaciers which have
melted from global warming. Plants include sarracenias which resemble
coral reefs.

5. Imbizo Yase Afrika by David Davidson from South Africa
Award: Silver in Fantasy Gardens

Get up close to 'giraffes' and flora from South Africa. Among the display's
unusual flowers are African natives such as proteas, coneflowers,
pincushions and heathers. Davidson also creates a sense of Africa with the
use of a beehive-style dome roof, typical in traditional Zulu homes.

6. Memories Of A Water Village by Song Xiaogu from China
Award: Gold in Fantasy Gardens

Travel to a traditional Chinese village without leaving Singapore. Song's
garden is reminiscent of a traditional farmer's home in Jiangnan, south of
the Yangtze River. Besides flowering plants such as sunflowers and
morning glories, there are edible greens such as chilli and tomatoes.

7. Rose Of Glendalough by John Cullen from United States
Award: Gold in Fantasy Gardens

Cullen's garden has a chapel ruin that was inspired by an actual chapel in
Glendalough, Ireland, where he proposed to his wife in 1999. Special
lighting gives the effect of seeing the garden at different times of the day.
The garden gives the feeling of the four seasons passing, yet all its
greenery, such as a plumeria tree and oncidum orchids, are tropical.

8. The ModGod Garden by Ng Sek San from Malaysia
Award: Silver in Fantasy Gardens

Be sure to get your picture taken with Marilyn Monroe and Mao Zedong -
well, in garden form, at least. Creator Ng pays homage to these two 'gods'
of the modern era, representing them on two 6m walls. Mao is depicted
using artificial grass while Monroe is made up of plants placed vertically.
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It's a visual feast ai the
Si Garden Festival,
e along your camera

Tay Suan Chiang

FTHE parks and shoppmg malls
I doem emply of people this weekend,
it may be because there ks pnether at-
Lracliomn in towi — the Singapore Car

chin Feslival,

The [estival, being beld at the Suntec
Convention Centre, began yesterday and
will run tll next Friday, with 2L pee.
ple expociod to attend,

It s an cxtravaganza of blooms and
greenery that appeals not enly to plant loy-
ars bul photography ol as well,

Lifie! spotied some keen smappears o
terdny setting up bipods i coplure Lheir

v flora.

The gardenfest is organised by the Ma-
tignal Farks Board and beld once overy
Pwwre eers, T he Sl one weas do 20046

Cim display this time around are 32 show

pardens — il Level 6 — crealed by
award-winning gorden and floral designars
from 17 countrics,

Among thom i an anderwater garden
cranted by Smpapores Poler Cheak af Par
sl Flomy, which wona Best of Show and
gold awards in the Fanty Ciardans cilep-

y.

Another popular attraction are o Gm
wallg by dfalayeia's Mg Sck San onwhich
urfilicinl grass aid plants create fnages of
Man Zedong and Marilyn Moaroe, His cre-
ation, cnlled The ModCod Garden, won o
silvar oward, nlso in the Fantesy Gardens
calegory. "

Ower 200,000 temperate and tropical
planis and aboul GLUK stalks of cat low-
e1s from over 2 countries are on display.

Orchid lovers pet @ double bonos as
thoyr can visit the Singapore Grohid Show,
which iz part of the festival and is held a1
Level 4. O show are over 8000 cul or-
whids amad ML orehid plinis

Shopaholics will be smiling as well
there is pot enly o store selling festival sou-
venirs such as T-ghirts, baps and umbrelos,
bt there is also the MarketPloce with 120
stabls selling Hesasuch a2 cechida and pitch-
er plants and gardening-related products,

Be prepared to spand al keast five hoars
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